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Down to 1914 Japan relied to an extraordinary degree on Germany,
not only for the instruction of her young men in technology, but
also for innumerable supplies in the shape of chemical and other
technological products that she never dreamed of making for herself
After graduating at Charlottenburg or some similar German school,
her young men remained for the most part in Germany as experts in
the big industrial factories War instantly achieved two results
cut off all German supplies from Japan, and sent these trained young
men packing home
Two other results speedily followed To supply herself with com
modities for which she had depended on Germany, Japan started
plants of her own, to manage which her technologists were thrown
on their own resources
Thus the Great War made Japan to stand on her own feet as a
manufacturer of multifarious commodities It also brought into the
factories already established, such as those making textiles, young
blood and trained brains
But Japan was confronted not only with her own domestic demand
for the goods she had been buying from Germany, all the warring
Allies so busy producing arms and munitions that they had no time
for anything else, began to deluge her with all sorts of orders Her
participation in the war, while highly effective, involved no large
contributions of man power, her services being almost wholly on
the water She therefore became a purveyor to the Allies not only
of the munitions and accoutrements of war, but also of general
commodities of every description With characteristic adaptability,
alertness, and skill she responded to all demands with amazing ce
lenty, and consequently, during the four years of the war, amassed
great wealth
Japan was on the very verge of national bankruptcy when the war
broke out But her receipts from the sale of new industrial products
were so enormous as to add twenty-eight billion yen to the national